to paying heed to the experience of our friends and neighbours abroad. This carries over into hospital design (pp 44 46) on which his British smugness is overpowering.
Dr Owen defends the vast increase in administration somewhat weakly on the grounds of demographic pressures (p 27) . Community Health mongers will not like his claim on p 165 that home care for the disabled 'may well cost the same or even more than care in a residential home or hospital'; a welcome touch of realism after years of being told that it must be cheaper. Finally, he claims that 'A study made as early as 1960 found that at least 70% of the work of an outpatients' department was well within the competence of a nurse or general practitioner'. Such loose statements are silly and unacceptable without a reference.
Consultant Physician Ipswich Hospitals
Rescue Emergency Care edited by Ken Easton pp xx +490 illustrated £9.95 London: Heinemann (Medical) 1977 'Rescue Emergency Care', a book edited by Ken Easton, is a collection of articles, each written by a specialist in one of the various fields related to all kinds of rescues: on the roads, at the scene of a disaster, at sea, under water, on mountains. The order in which the articles are placed makes this book easy to readthere is a feeling of continuous narrative. The style of each contribution is remarkably similar, good rather terse English, with a wealth of information and very little repetition. Photographs, line drawings and diagrams are well placed in the text. The Foreword describes the increase in accidents of all kinds as reaching epidemic proportions, but near the end of the book a cryptogram tells the reader very succinctly what should be done. CARE stands for Communication, Assessment, Resuscitation, and Emergency Treatment.
The main points to emerge strongly are first, that education is essential to make people aware of the dangers and to take adequate preventative measures. Secondly, the book surely shows that the right emergency care at the scene of the accident certainly saves lives. Finally, the discussion about finance shows that a completely paid service is not possible on the grounds of cost alone. It would seem obvious therefore, that the professional services should cooperate at every opportunity and should muster all the amateur aid possible.
This book gives professionals (doctors in general practice or in the hospital service, ambulance men, the police and the fire service) and amateurs (scouts, guides, swimming club or sub-aqua club leaders, mountaineering groups, The St John's Ambulance Brigade and The Red Cross) advice on how to get together to build efficient local rescue services that really will give the right kind of care, whatever the emergency may be.
All the authors show in their writing how keen they are to pass on to others their expertise. It is obvious that they hope that readers will be stimulated to start their own rescue and emergency services, because only with the proliferation of local groups can a country wide service develop. JEAN This Anglo-American book, after a brief historical and legal introduction, embarks on a short summary of pulmonary function testing which is provided in simple terms, but few would agree with the conclusion that 'notwithstanding all the esoteric paraphernalia of pulmonary function testing, given a modicum of clinical acumen it is usually possible to assess reasonably accurately the extent of any pulmonary insufficiency by means of an adequate history and physical examination' (p 17). After this rather unsatisfactory beginning there are two thorough and useful chapters on the pathology and immunological reactions of the lung to inhaled dust which, however, omit references to several important new statements which readers might have liked to have been able to explore further. There are then separate chapters on the main dust-related diseases of the lung, all of which have full bibliographies.
The book then moves on to summarize present knowledge of occupational asthma. A brief chapter on industrial bronchitis does not deal adequately with the complicated problem of deciding whether dust does or does not cause disabling airflow obstruction in non-smokers, or whether it just increases the liability of the smokers to this condition. Byssinosis and allergic alveolitis follow, the effects of toxic gases and fumes encountered in industry are well described, and there is brief reference to infectious diseases such as tuberculosis, Q fever and anthrax, which may have an occupational origin. Finally, some industrial causes of lung cancer are described.
This book covers much of the same ground, but with differing emphasis, as the book on occupational lung diseases by Raymond Parkes, but it has a little less of fundamentals and a bit more of an American emphasis. The interested chest or industrial physician will be well served if he can
